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SQURCE Ibuk Tongsin,

MOSCOW MANEUVERS TN NORTH KOREAN POLITICS

Thers is ampie evidsuce to indicate that the Politburo in Mosccw is comvinced
o that % camnot control the present North Korean regime too iong under the leader-
ship of Kim I1 Sung, anl that Moscow 1s conducting & quiet negotiation with Pak -
Bun-yong regarding ithe matter.

To ciear up smmc of the tense atmosphere in North Korea, Monsow makes the
move tc utilize the ability of the politically seasoned Pak Bun-yong. As the -
A rumor of impending ascension ¢f Pak Bun-yong to the pesition of premier is dbeing
- o cirounlated among the Cabinet members, the Intensity of the coeld war betwesn
. Hong ¥yong-hi and Kim Ch'ask is beccaming ever more Xsen. 2

It hag buon & vell-kmown fact that Pak {s not in favor of a threa-premier S
ayutem of government. It ie further sssumwes that Pek, upon beccaming head of
tne North Xorean govermment, will convince Moscow that there should be- only
one premier. Should such an appeal be granted, it is quite certain that both
Horg and Xlm nould no longer enjoy the privilegees that go with their vice.
Do premiership. It is for this reason that Zong and Kim are -mging a persoml
: cold var for survival, L.

} Kim Ch'aek served as a vice-chairman of the former North Km'ea Pboplo'o
; Comuittee under Xir Il Sung: therefore, he enjoye Xim Il Sung's utmeet
confidence, Hong, vho was born 61 years ago in Ch'ungch'ong Pukto, 1s known =
as a middle-of -the-road Leftist vwho now ernjoys special privileges &8s a vice- -
ovremier. Althoush Hong Myong-hi and Pak Hun-yong are both South Kcreans,
there are touv manv pointe on which they do not see sye to eye. That is the o
most difficult problem Heng 1s facing now, The trcudle Hong faces shems from
the fact that, dowpite his strategic position in the eyas of the pudblic and
his background in terms of academic training and practiocal exrerience in Soath <
Eorea, ¢ is an opportunist. He could have mnde a substantial contribution in
: South Korea but ne thought he could do even better in the North. Thavefore,
y he orgmnized the People's Party of which he is chairman, Heng fully realizes
. the fzot that Coxmunism 1s no answer to the soluticn of the Korean problem tut
'y he has gome too far now to vack dowa.

¥ong now f£inds it iwpossible to ignore ths undercover manemvars of Kim
Ch'sok, bocause Kim enjoys HMoucov'z confidence and thai, whether Pak Hun-jung
likes it or not, Moscow will wee thst Kim 13 properly placed. VWhether Puk will
replace Xim Il Sung as head of ths Forth Xorea govermment is a guesilon

overyone is new ssking. -EAD - ‘3
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